
Chairman of the nEic, Mr J.C. Daniel Curator
of Bombay Natural History Society, Dr R. Su-
kumar Deputy Chairman, AESG and Coordi-
nator of AECC, and Dr Charles Santiapillai
Executive Secretary, AECC.

Dr Sukumar welcomed the Chief Guest and
reviewed the events that took place in Mudu-
malai. Mr Lyn de Alwis thanked the faculty in
general and Dr Sukumar in particular for holding
such a useful workshop which would be inva-
luable for many elephant specialiss working
in dense tropical forest habitats. He urged the
need for AESG and AECC to liaise closely with
the development agencies and planning bodies in
Governments to reconcile elephant conservation
with economic development. He was particular-
ly pleased to see the participation for the first
time of two Burmese and hoped that in the next
meeting it would be possible even to get some
Cambodians to attend.

Mr Alva then expressed his pleasure to be at
the meeting and was very pleased to know that
the workshop was such a useful exercise. He
referred to the plight of the Asian elephant in
South lndia where the conflict between man
and elephant is serious. Elephants are extinction
prone when confined to small patches of habi-
tats and this is the crux of many elephant-hu-
man conflicts in India. He urged the AECC to

address the elephant-human conflicts and arrive
at solutions that would enhance elephant cbn-
servation on one hand and improve the econo-
mic well being of the poor people living in the
periphery of the elephant ranges.

Mr Lewie Dekker then summarised the
methods used in estimating elephant densities
and this generated sufficient argument from the
usually vocal Indians in the room! Ultimately,
after a long and interesting session of arguments
and hair splitting, the group agreed that the
dung count method, despite its inherent bias,
is still about the best method available when
estimating elephant densities in dense tropical
rainforest habitats. Two Cambridge statisti-
cians who descended on the final day, much tc
the dismay of a few, added some modifications
to the computer-based calculations to 'make

the estimates even more reliable. With that, the
Workshop was closed officially.

ln the evening, there was a dinner for all
the participants. The participants left Banga-
lore the next morning. Dr Sukumar and his
small team (especially Santosh and Uma) deser-
ve high praise for the excellent workshop they
helped organize. Now AECC needs funds to
follow up with field work.

Charles Santiapillai

BIRTH OF AN ELEPHANT

There is great excitement at the Corbett Na-

tional Park. Something unusual happened there
on February 18: A calf was born to a riding ele-
phant, Pawan Pari. Ihis is the first such case in

.the 55-year history of the Park. There are about
a dozen riding elephants in the Park, who come
across wild ones regularly.

I was aware of the pregnancy of Pawan Pari.
She had mated with a wild tusker on April 4,
1988 during their three-day romance. I was told
about this by her knowledgeable mahout, Nis-

sar. He had been in charge of Pawan Pari for
nine years.

I have a particular attachment to this ele-
phant. During my frequent visits to the Park,
she had been of great service to me. As the ges-

tation period is about 22 months, I was at the
Corbett in anticipation of the birth.

The calf was born in the night at 10.30. The
mother was chained alone in her open shed.
During the delivery, she trumpeted twice. The
mahout's assistant, Sardar, who was awake,
found her calls strange. He thought, maybe a ti-
ger had wandered too close to her.

The Khinnanauli Rest House, where Pawan
Pari is stationed, is a small complex in the thick
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of the forest. All the wild animals have a free
passage throUgh it. Sardar got hold of a lantern

and went to check the elephant. And there it
was - the new- born calf. Within minutes, the
entire staff of the Park was uP.

The first priority w:rs to guard the calf from
the predators, as the shed was open. Second, the
mother was be taken care of with suitable feed-

ing and medication.

I was among the first few persons to see the

new-born calf in the morning. lt was a female.

She was tied near the mother from where she

latter could see and touch the calf all the time.

The 1O-hour-old calf was round, healthy,
pinkish grey, and hairy. Her eyes were large and

blood-shot. We measured her height tobe2feet
8 inches at the shoulder. Though we had no
weighing scale, the mahout estimated the weight

to be between 80 and 90 kg.

As was to be expected, the calf had strong
sucking instinct. She moved her trunk up and

down, here and there, exploring for a place to
suck. She even tried to suck at the pillar of the
shed. She would rumble loudly, now and again,

on not being able to find the right place to suck.

The mahout tried to guide her to the mother,
whose height was Proving too much.

Unexpectedly, the mother was not making

any effort to feed the hungry calf. Perhaps she

was not keen on feeding the calf in the first ho-
urs for it might not be required, or maybe fhey
were not in the right posture for the purpose.

But nothing could be done about it. The mother
could not be unchained, for fear that she might
behave unpredictably in these early hours

of motherhood. The calf too could not be left
lose as even two mahouts were finding it diffi-
cult keeping it near its mother. Eventually, the

calf was bottle-fed a few timesonthe first day.

I spent the next few days watching the mot-
her and the calf. The two-day-old calf assumed

much weaker looks. She was unsteady in her

feet. She sucked regularly but for a few seconds

each time, till her wobbling knees would give

way and she would fall.

From the accounts of mirny experts and re-

searchers, who have observed new-born elephant

calves in the wild, it appears they mistakenly ar
sumed twothree days old calves to be few hours

old. Or Pawan Pari's calf was exceptionally heal-

thy on the first daY.

On the third day, the mother and the calf
were bathed. This is a ritual elephants enioy the
most.

At noon, when the sun was high, the two
were taken to a sunny patch and bathed in hot,

medicated water, and scrubbed thoroughly with
stones. Their eyes were washed with boric acid.'

Both appeared more happy and active after the

bath.

The Corbett Park, unfortunately, has no prG

visions for elephant post-natal care. Nourishing

diet and medicines for the mother too were late

in coming. Fresh mitk for bottle-feeding the calf
to supplement the mother's milk was not arra-

nged.

While the senior officials were conspicuously

absent, the junior ones were indecisive and wary

of taking any action, even if it was a minor ques-

tion of bottle-feeding the calf. The additional
staff requested tolook after the minute-to-minu-
te needs of the mother and the calf were grum-

bling as they had no clear-cut orders and were

not provided proper boarding and lodging. A
shed for the mother and the calf had not been

prepared even four days after the delivery, ins
pite of the grave danger from predators.

One only whishes that Corbett will not re-
peat the case of Phool Chand. Phool Chand was

a few months old wild elephant calf when it was

brought in an injured state from the forest and

kept at Corbett Park's Dhikala Rest House com-
plex. After its initial care, when it was some
what healthy, it was left in inexperieneed, care-

less hands and was not properly provided for. lt
became so weak that it had to be shifted to the
Kanpur zoo.

Pushp K. Jain
(reprinted from Times of India 13 March 1990)
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