
3. INDIA

INDIA PLANS RESCUE OF ELEPHANTS

INDIA is planning a concerted campaign to
ensure the survival of its hardy population of
20,000 elephants, which are being forced into a

shrinking habitat because of the plunder of fo-
rests by rural peasants.

The drive will be based on the Government's
successful Operation Tiger, which has ensured
the survival of the species four decades after the
officers of the Raj went home with their hunting
rifles. The tiger population is now around 2000.

Project Elephant, to be unveiled early next
year, will be a low-budget operation, with about
$ '15 million allocated over a four-year period.

The elephant population, which has increas-
ed by almost 10 per cent in the past decade, is

described by government officials as stable.

The project will focus on conservation pro-
grammes in areas identified as elephant reserves.

' Attempts will be made to help rural popula-
tions find an alternative fuel to forest timberand
the campaign against the ivory trade will be in-
tensified.

The natural habitat of lndia's elephants is

being eroded by unrestricted cattle grazing and

by villagers cutting down trees and bushes for
fuel. Poachers also continue to roam unhinde-
red through some areas of the main elephant
country of southern lndia, having paid hefty
bribes to wildlife officers and police.

There are hardly any bull elephants left in
some pockets of the south and poachers are even

slaughtering young males for their tiny tusks.
But the Indian elephant is threatened less by
poachers' bullets than by the need of peasants

for wood, which is extremely expensive in lndia.

The plunder of forests has taken on stagge-
ring proportions, with forest cover reduced by
half in four decades, leaving just more than 

.10

per cent of India covered by trees. An estimated
80 million cattle wander freely through the
cou n tryside, p reventi ng forest regene ration.

Project elephant will be a far more complex
operation than ProjectTiger, which simply requ-
ired the establishment of relatively small reser-
ves. The elephants wander over vast areas, often
raiding farmers' crops and even killing people

when they are hungry and distressed.

Christopher Thomas
(reprinted from The Times London
29 Nov. 1990).

COUNTERFEIT IVORY BEING SOLD AS REAL THING
IN LAMPUNG PROVINCE

Plaster items sold as ivory are produced in
large quantities and sold in the free market in

Lampung, a forestry official has said.

The quality of the bogus ivory is so good

that only those who are familiar with genuine

ivory will see the difference, Eman Soma Su-

herman, Lampung chief forester told Suora
Korya daily in Bandar Lampung recently.

The main ingredient for producing the spuri-
ous ivory was gypsym mixed with other agents
and very carefully processed to make it look like
the real thing, Eman said.
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The best way to differentiate the bogus from
genuine ivory is to look for the grain which ma-

kes. genuine ivory look slightly cracked, he
added.

The imitation ivory was sold at far lower
prices than the genuine, the manufacturers told
the forestry officials. A two centimeter long piece
of genuine ivory could sell at Rp. 75,000 Since

one kilogram had a market value of Rp. 1.5 mill-
ion. A piece of imitation ivory measuring 2-3
centimeters was sold at Rp. 25,000.

The imitation ivory processed into various
kinds of articles like cigarette holders, were sold
at souvenir shops, Branti airport and at other

shops to people who were unaware th:rt they
were buying fakes, Eman said.

The factory producing false ivory was in a

house in remote Labuhan Ratu village, Way Je-
para district in Central Lampung. Forestry servi-
ce officials had long suspected that the house
was an outlet for the sale of ivory taken from
illegally hunted elephants, Eman said.

He also said he had received a letter from the
vice presidential office ordering him to investiga-
te the illegal trading of ivory in Lampung provin-
ce.

(reprinted from The JakartaPost29 Nov. 1989).

5. BURMA (=MYANMAR)

ILLEGAL TRADE THREAT
TO TIMBER-CAMP ELEPHANTS

A new threat to South East Asia's endang-
ered elephant populations emerged last week
with fears that Burma is exporting more live
animals to zoos and traders than its declining
herds can sustain. Last week seven young
Burmese elephants were imported by a trader
into Holland amid claims by British and Euro-
pean conservation and animal welfare groups
that they were accepted in breach of Communi-
ty regulations.

The EC committee that supervises enforce-
ment of wildlife trade restrictions under the
Convention on Trade in Endangered Species is

now considering a ban on further imports of
Burntese elephants.

The renewed concern follows last week's
refevations in The Observer that elephant
populations in South East Asia were being deci-
mated by poachers, using the skin for shoes and
ornaments-some of which are imported to Eu-

rope.

Wildlife trade investigators say a surge in the
number of Burmese elephants on to world mar-

kets will deplete stocks of the threatened species

even further.

They also fear that some animals which were
claimed to have been captive-bred in the timber
camps in fact were taken from the wild, despite
a ban on the trade in wild elephants.

London Zoo said it would take no more
Burmese elephants after keepers were refused

access to timber cimps to check whether the
animals were captive-bred as claimed.

They were horrified at the poor physical

condition of the animals when they arrived in
the Netherlands en route for the UK. One ani-
mal subsequently died. A zoo spokesman said

they had become 'extremely suspicious' of the
origins of such a large number of elephants co-
ming into Europe.

The seven elephants that turned up in the
Netherlands last week are the latest consign-
ment to arrive in Europe through the hands of
a well-known Dutch wildlife trading company.
Last year the company brought 22 elephants
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