
The best way to differentiate the bogus from
genuine ivory is to look for the grain which ma-

kes. genuine ivory look slightly cracked, he
added.

The imitation ivory was sold at far lower
prices than the genuine, the manufacturers told
the forestry officials. A two centimeter long piece
of genuine ivory could sell at Rp. 75,000 Since

one kilogram had a market value of Rp. 1.5 mill-
ion. A piece of imitation ivory measuring 2-3
centimeters was sold at Rp. 25,000.

The imitation ivory processed into various
kinds of articles like cigarette holders, were sold
at souvenir shops, Branti airport and at other

shops to people who were unaware th:rt they
were buying fakes, Eman said.

The factory producing false ivory was in a

house in remote Labuhan Ratu village, Way Je-
para district in Central Lampung. Forestry servi-
ce officials had long suspected that the house
was an outlet for the sale of ivory taken from
illegally hunted elephants, Eman said.

He also said he had received a letter from the
vice presidential office ordering him to investiga-
te the illegal trading of ivory in Lampung provin-
ce.

(reprinted from The JakartaPost29 Nov. 1989).

5. BURMA (=MYANMAR)

ILLEGAL TRADE THREAT
TO TIMBER-CAMP ELEPHANTS

A new threat to South East Asia's endang-
ered elephant populations emerged last week
with fears that Burma is exporting more live
animals to zoos and traders than its declining
herds can sustain. Last week seven young
Burmese elephants were imported by a trader
into Holland amid claims by British and Euro-
pean conservation and animal welfare groups
that they were accepted in breach of Communi-
ty regulations.

The EC committee that supervises enforce-
ment of wildlife trade restrictions under the
Convention on Trade in Endangered Species is

now considering a ban on further imports of
Burntese elephants.

The renewed concern follows last week's
refevations in The Observer that elephant
populations in South East Asia were being deci-
mated by poachers, using the skin for shoes and
ornaments-some of which are imported to Eu-

rope.

Wildlife trade investigators say a surge in the
number of Burmese elephants on to world mar-

kets will deplete stocks of the threatened species

even further.

They also fear that some animals which were
claimed to have been captive-bred in the timber
camps in fact were taken from the wild, despite
a ban on the trade in wild elephants.

London Zoo said it would take no more
Burmese elephants after keepers were refused

access to timber cimps to check whether the
animals were captive-bred as claimed.

They were horrified at the poor physical

condition of the animals when they arrived in
the Netherlands en route for the UK. One ani-
mal subsequently died. A zoo spokesman said

they had become 'extremely suspicious' of the
origins of such a large number of elephants co-
ming into Europe.

The seven elephants that turned up in the
Netherlands last week are the latest consign-
ment to arrive in Europe through the hands of
a well-known Dutch wildlife trading company.
Last year the company brought 22 elephants

21



into Europe, including three that ended up at
Whipsnade Zoo.

A report by the lnternational Union for the
Conservation of Nature, says that timber camp
elephants seldom reproduce, forcing the compa-
nies to capture wild animals to supplement their
workforce. The report describes'rampant' poa-

ching, poor work conditions and 'single sex
quarters' that make it practically impossible for
elephants to mate.

Burma has traditionally had a good record in
conserving its elephants to supply the demand
from the logging operations, in a country that
still has half of its native forests intact. The Bur-
mese Forestry Department has set an annual
capture limit of 200 to keep up the timber camp
population of some 5,000 animals, but, accor-
ding to the report, authorised trappers are only
managing to take 120 a year because of the
declining numbers.

Peter Knights of the London-based Envi-
ronmental lnvestigation Agency asked the Euro-
pean Commission to implement a complete ban
after last week's animals were allowed into the
Netherlands.

He said: 'We are in an absurd situation where
the timber camp populations are unable to sus-

tain themselves exceptthrough capturing wild
animals, and yet they are offering the equivalent
of a quarter of the animals they need to capture
to animal traders'.

He was also critical of the Dutch authorities
for allowing the animals into Europe with no
indication on their transport certificates of who
would eventually receive them.

'The Dutch authorities are clearly in breach
of the convention which stipulates that the
country importing the elephants knows that the
animals are going to a suitable keeper-which
they appear to have ignored', said Mr. Knights.

According to a spokesman for the Dutch
Ministry of Agriculture, its officers have now
established that the animals are bound for
Dutch zoos.

Peter Beaumont
(reprinted from The Observer 5 August 1990).

6, CHINA

RESOLVING ELEPHANT. HUMAN CONFTICTS
IN XISHUANGBANNA NATURE RESERVE

The Xishuangbanna Nature Reserve system
consisting of five sub-reserves namely Mengkao
(7 ,627 hu), Mengyang (99 ,733 ha), Menglun
(11 ,267 ha), Mengla (92,933 ha) and Shangyang
(30,533 ha) is situated in the southern part of
Yunnan Province in Southwest China. lt is the
last refuge of the Asian elephant (Elephos moxi-
mus) in China where about 250 animals are
known to occur in the wild. Throughout much
of their present range in China, the elephants
are in conflict with man.

Two of the most serious conservation pro-
blems are the conversion of forest to rubber

plantations in areas below 900 m elevation and
the growing demand for fuel wood - the only
source of energy for the population of 650,000
people. Only about 23-31% of the original
forest cover still remains. The human population
within the protected areas estimated to be over
14,000 is spread over the entire reserve system
in 93 villages and is increasing steadily at an
annual rate of 2.4%. Such a system of dotted
human settlements within the protected areas
provides many loopholes for the misuse of land
and human encroachment. lt also enhances the
depredation of crops by wildlife in general and
the elephants in particular. Human-elephant




