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C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre 
(CPREEC) is a Centre of Excellence of the 
Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government 
of India, established jointly by the Ministry and 
the C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar Foundation. CPREEC 
has been set up to increase consciousness and 
knowledge about the environment and the major 
environmental problems facing the country 
today.

Exhibitions are one of the best means of 
communication, as they attract a wide range of 
people. Exhibitions are effective in creating mass 
awareness among people in a short span of time. 
Every year, CPREEC organizes three exhibitions 
and so far has organized 75 exhibitions in total. 
The exhibitions are generally organized in 
Chennai, which then travel to Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Pudhuchery, Nilgiri Biosphere 
Reserve and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
targeting educational institutions.

CPREEC organized an exhibition on “The 
Elephant” in Chennai from October 24th to 
November 1st, 2013. Shri. Lakshmi Narayan, 
I.F.S., Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
and Chief Wildlife Warden, Tamilnadu Forest 
Department, inaugurated the exhibition.

The exhibition was divided into four sections: 
science, management, culture and ethics. 
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Under science, the evolution of the elephant 
and its physical characteristics were explained 
through illustrated panels. Under management, 
the increasing man-animal conflict and the 
diminishing number of elephants in India were 
portrayed through panels and newspaper reports. 
Culture traced the history of captive elephants 
in India from the Indus Valley onwards, in the 
form of paintings, sculptures and other artefacts. 
Ethics discussed the problems faced by elephants 
because of their misuse in the name of religion, 
and in temples and circuses.

As part of the exhibition, renowned wildlife 
conservationist, Dr. R. Sukumar, Professor, 
Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute 
of Science, Bangalore, delivered two lectures: 
“Elephants - Science and Management” and 
“Elephants in Culture“ on October 26th.

The exhibition was well received by public, 
particularly students of schools and colleges who 
also took part in quiz and painting competitions 
during the exhibition. It was widely covered by 
the English and Tamil papers in Chennai. From 
Chennai, the exhibition went to Sathyamangalam 
and the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, areas of 
large elephant populations. In 2014, it will go to 
Kerala, which has the largest number of captive 
elephants in India.




