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1.  Myne Resort donates 160 acres for jumbos 
(Malaysia)

Daily Express - 2.10.2013

Myne Resort has set aside several parcels of 
land, totaling 160 acres, in Kg Bilit in Lower 
Kinabatangan as an ecological corridor for 
the Bornean elephant. Myne Resort managing 
director, Ouh Mee Lan said it was supportive 
of the effort undertaken by the Sabah Wildlife 
Department and the Borneo Conservation Trust 
(BCT) to enhance the ecological corridor for the 
Bornean Elephant at the Lower Kinabatangan. 
“I hope this will provide protection for the land 
from any threats, including, encroachment of 
plantation activities and subsequently improve 
and secure the ecological connectivity of the 
Wildlife Sanctuary at the Lower Kinabatangan,” 
he said.

The ecological corridor, which was launched 
by Tourism, Culture and Environment Minister, 
Datuk Masidi Manjun on Sept 19, noted the 
contribution of the resort. Masidi had expressed 
his hope that more agencies and stakeholders 
will keep supporting the initiative for the 
survival of the Bornean elephants. He also 
commended two more firms, namely Syarikat Yu 
Kwang Development and Proboscis Lodge Bukit 
Melapi for supporting the Bornean Elephant 
Conservation Plan.

2.  120-strong elephant herd destroys crops in 
Majuli (India)

Times of India - 7.10.2013

A herd of more than 120 wild elephants 
went on the rampage at Majuli Island on the 
Brahmaputra in Jorhat district on Saturday 
night. The jumbos destroyed about 100 bighas of 
cropland in a sandbar of the island in the night-
long attack. Forest officials rushed to the spot 
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and are patrolling the area to protect the human 
habitation. No casualty has been reported so far.

The elephants damaged a vast area of ‘sali’ 
paddy crops at Dhonai Lasong Sapori, about 33 
km from Garmur, the headquarters of Majuli 
subdivision. The sandbar, where over 150 
families reside, is located on the bank of the 
Brahmaputra. Divisional forest officer (Jorhat) 
Naba Kumar Malakar said, “Elephants damaged 
a vast area of paddy field in Majuli last night. 
Forest officials rushed to the affected areas and 
they started patrolling the area.”

3.  Death of tusker sparks off anthrax scare in 
Krishnagiri (India)

Times of India - 16.10.2013

The unnatural death of an eight-year-old 
tusker, suspected of anthrax, at Urigam reserve 
forest here on Monday has raised fears of 
an epidemic outbreak. Forest and veterinary 
officials suspecting anthrax causing the death 
of the animal have sent samples of its viscera to 
the Regional Disease Diagnostic Laboratory in 
Chennai for detailed tests. “A final confirmation 
will be made only after the test results are out. 
Meanwhile, we will start vaccination work in all 
the hamlets and villages surrounding the reserve 
forest,” AK Ulaganathan, district forest officer 
(DFO), Krishnagiri district told TOI.

On Monday, a male elephant was found dead at 
Thakkatti forest in Urigam forest range. Since 
anthrax was suspected, the forest and veterinary 
officials took out vital organs such as liver, 
kidney, lungs after post-mortem. The carcass was 
then burnt. “Samples were sent to the laboratory 
at Chennai. The results will be out in a couple 
of days,” the DFO said. Forest officials said the 
anthrax virus is usually alive for over 30 years. 
“Even if it is anthrax, the virus must have been 
alive in the soil for such a long time. We don’t 
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think there is the possibility of an epidemic 
outbreak in the wake of this incident. At the same 
time, we don’t want to leave this issue normally,” 
the DFO added.

4.  State prepares for biggest elephant capture 
operation since 1971 ‘khedda’ (India)

The Hindu - 13.10.2013

At least 25 wild elephants are set to be caught in 
Alur taluk of Hassan district. With a green signal 
from the Karnataka High Court on Tuesday, the 
Department of Forests now sets about planning 
its biggest ever operation to capture wild 
elephants since the State’s last ‘khedda’ in 1971, 
when 47 animals were captured. At the very 
least, this would mean the capture and taming 
of around 25 elephants in Hassan’s Alur taluk, 
the epicentre of human-elephant conflict in the 
State. The Karnataka Elephant Task Force in 
its report to the High Court in September 2012, 
identified two regions — Alur and Tumkur 
district’s Savandurga — as “elephant removal 
zones” for the “unacceptable levels” of conflict 
they encountered.

The department, however, places “the outer 
limit” for the number of elephants to be captured 
at 150 and hope to extend the ‘removal zone’ to 
parts of Kodagu where human-elephant conflict 
is intense. The actual number we capture will be 
much less. 

5.  Warning, elephant on duty: Farms, villages 
get ‘eleguards’ (Indonesia)

The Jakarta Post - 17.10.2013

The Natural Resources Conservation Agency 
(BKSDA) Riau has come up with a novel way to 
protect farms and villages from wild elephants: 
guard elephants.  The initiative, in Bencah Kelubi 
village, Tapung district in Kampar regency, Riau, 
hopes to limit the number of wild elephants that 
trample across hundreds of hectares of oil palm 
farms. BKSDA’s head of conservation technics, 
Syahimin, said the decision to use trained 
elephants, from the Minas Elephant Training 
Center (PLG), was in response to residents 

complaints about the economic losses they 
suffered as a result of the wandering elephants.

“The elephants from Minas PLG are trained to 
expel wild elephants and not for other purposes,” 
Syahimin said on Tuesday, admitting that wild 
elephants often ventured into human settlements. 
Besides Bencah Kelubi, wild elephants also 
frequently wandered into settlements in Pinggir 
district in Bengkalis regency and Langgam 
district in Pelalawan regency.

6.  Wild elephant poaching increases in Pegu 
(Myanmar)

The Irrawaddy - 21.10.2013 

BAW NI - Pegu Division — From mile 58 on 
the newly built Rangoon-Naypyidaw highway, 
Myint Wai walks about four miles into a jungle, 
through the Pegu mountain range. He is returning 
to the site where he recently discovered skeletons 
of several dead elephants, and he talks along the 
way about the hunters who killed them, hoping 
to trade their skins and valuable tusks. “More 
than 20 wild elephants were killed by hunters 
[this year],” he says.  “These hunters have been 
slaughtering wild elephants since 2010. I estimate 
that several dozens of elephants have been killed 
so far. And there are many places I can’t reach.”

Myint Wai, a local resident in Pegu Division, 
northeast of Rangoon, points to a homemade map 
of the mountain range, identifying sites where he 
found the dead carcasses most recently. Some 
sites are deep in the jungle, he says, adding that 
he walked for several days to get there.

The skeletons of one elephant were hidden under 
bamboo brush. The animal was killed in April, 
Myint Wai says, and some of the rib bones were 
scattered along the stream. “The age of this 
elephant could have been between 50 and 60,” he 
says, gesturing toward a skull, pierced with two 
bullet holes. Hunting wild elephants is illegal in 
Daik-U Township, but poachers often disobey, 
trading the skin and tusks illegally inside Burma 
and over the border to Thailand. The skin from 
one elephant can sell for about 10 million kyats 
(US$10,000) in illegal markets.
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7.  Malaysia’s ‘blood ivory’ trade continues

Free Malaysia Today - 23.10.2013

This week Vietnamese customs officials 
discovered and confiscated 2.4 tons of elephant 
ivory. The ivory had been shipped from 
Malaysia, again. Earlier this month the same 
Vietnamese officials confiscated a shipment of 
2.1 tons of elephants ivory, once again shipped 
from Malaysia enroute to China. Malaysia 
remains a very important link in the illegal ivory 
trade, resulting in about 100 elephants a day 
being slaughtered just to provide ivory trinkets 
and ornaments. Does it cross your mind why the 
Vietnamese customs officials can detect ivory, 
but not their Malaysian counterparts? I mean. 
Both have human beings as customs agents. Both 
have laws to uphold. However, when it comes to 
spotting ivory shipments, Malaysian government 
officials appear struck by something akin to 
selective blindness. 

On Aug 12, this year Minister of Natural 
Resources & Environment (NRE) G Palanivel 
declared publicly an independent audit of ivory 
stocks held in Malaysia was unnecessary and his 
staff were “ ... in the midst of doing an inventory 
of the ivory seized.”

An independent audit is the only acceptable 
answer. Preventing such an audit implies officials 
have something to hide, and here again their lack 
of transparency brings this suspicion and public 
exposure upon themselves. The minister also 
declines to have the ivory destroyed – after an 
independent audit.

8.  India’s elephant girl takes on the herds

BBC - 29.10.2013

Fourteen-year old Nirmala Toppo has become 
something of a minor celebrity in the eastern 
Indian state of Orissa. In June, panic gripped the 
industrial city of Rourkela one night when a herd 
of wild elephants entered residential areas from 
dense forests nearby. Nirmala, forest department 
officials say, acted as a real-life “pied-piper” 
when she managed to drive the herd back to the 

forest, much to the relief of the residents. She 
walked many miles with the herd, guiding it out 
of town, in the process getting blisters on her 
legs, which later turned septic.

State forest department officials sought help from 
Nirmala, who is originally from the neighbouring 
state of Jharkhand, when they could not get 
the elephants to leave the city. “We knew of a 
tribal girl who lived in Jharkhand, who talked to 
elephants and was able to drive them back. We 
called up her father and she arrived along with 
some other tribal people from her village.”

Nirmala says she talks to the herd in her local 
tribal dialect - Mundaari - and persuades the 
animals to “return to where they belong”. “First 
I pray and then talk to the herd. They understand 
what I say. I tell them this is not your home. You 
should return where you belong,” says Nirmala 
who is a Roman Catholic. Her mother, she says, 
was killed by wild elephants and that was when 
she decided to learn the technique to drive them 
away.

9.  The battle to save Sumatra’s elephants 
from extinction

CNN - 24.10.2013

The conflict between humans and critically 
endangered Sumatran elephants in Indonesia has 
been going on for decades, with the elephants 
on the losing end of the battle. The villagers and 
farmers don’t kill them for food. They do it to 
keep their homes and crops safe. The grim result 
is the killing combined with shrinking elephant 
habitat contributes to an 80% population loss 
since the 1930s, according to the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species. In Riau Province alone, 
where the highest number of elephants on the 
island was recorded in the 1980s, the population 
decreased from 1342 in 1984 to 201 in 2007.

The major contributor to this conflict is the fight 
over land. Elephant habitat is lowland, non-
mountainous, relatively flat landscape below an 
altitude of 300 meters. That kind of land also 
makes great farmland, which is why humans 
have cut down the rainforest and planted crops. 
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Individual small farms may not seem like a big 
encroachment onto elephant habitat, but when 
that’s combined with the forest loss from large 
companies cutting down hundreds of hectares of 
forest for palm oil and pulp and paper plantations, 
it results in the elephants running out of land.

The local population doesn’t want to kill 
the elephants. They feel as if they have no 
choice.  One of the most important elements of 
these successful projects is the education and 
cooperation of the local population. These non-
lethal alternatives use cheap materials that are 
easily found in the area, so they catch on quickly. 
The locals have built lookout stations and formed 
a group like an elephant community watch that 
will gather when elephants are nearby so they 
can scare them away with loud noises and large 
fires.

10.  Dong Nai gets nod for emergency 
conservation of wild elephant project 
(Vietnam)

VietNamNet - 5.11.2013

The southern province of Dong Nai has 
approved a 74 billion VND (3.52 million USD) 
for emergency conservation of wild elephant 
project in the period of 2014-2020. The project 
will be implemented in three districts of Tan 
Phu, Dinh Quan and Vinh Cuu, with an aim to 
conserve and develop wild elephant herd in the 
area, while restoring and protecting biodiversity 
in the elephants’ living environment, said Pham 
Minh Dao, head of the provincial Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Development.

Besides the project also targets the strengthening 
of wildlife law enforcement, and combating 
illegal trafficking of elephants’ tusks, added 
Dao. According to the Dong Nai Department 
of Agriculture and Rural Development, wild 
elephants in the province are facing with 
extinguishable threat as elephants’ living space 
and food resources have been reduced. Since 
2009, as much as nine elephants have been 
killed, while one person was dead from elephant 
attack as wild elephants have moved close to the 
residential areas.

11.  Now, GPS collars to track elephant 
movement (India)

The New Indian Express - 7.11.2013

A Bangalore-based conservation organisation is 
testing GPS collars that could help tackle man-
elephant conflicts. These collars are designed 
and developed by a team of engineers at the 
Department of Electronic Systems Engineering 
(DESE, formerly CEDT), Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. The collars will be used by 
the Aane Mane Foundation to track the movement 
of tame elephants that the state government had 
decided to release into the wild.

Prajna Chowta of the foundation says, “The idea 
is to have a forecasting system, like a weather 
report, that could predict elephant movement. If 
we have an elephant herd moving into a village, 
people could probably be warned about them 
and human casualties could be prevented.” 
Since 2011, the foundation has been testing the 
DESE elephant GPS collars in real conditions 
in Kodagu district and has elaborated various 
methods that open entirely new perspectives 
in the management of tamed elephants or 
conservation of wild elephants. Three tamed 
elephants, including Kalpana and Kunti, wear 
collars that transmit signals every two hours 
about their accurate positions.

12.  Plan to send tamed jumbos back to wild 
kicks up row (India)

The New Indian Express - 10.11.2013

The Forest Department’s proposal to leave 
around 40 tamed elephants back in forests has 
kicked up a row. Last week, a group of mahouts 
and kavadis went on strike protesting the 
decision. Their contention was that they would 
lose their jobs if these elephants, which they have 
been looking after for many years, are sent back 
to forest. Besides, they said they have developed 
an emotional attachment with these pachyderms. 
However, they called off the stir after local forest 
officials explained to them that the move is only 
a proposal and no official order has been issued 
to this effect.
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Recently, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
(Wildlife) G S Prabhu had told reporters that 
the Forest Department is planning to send 40 
elephants from various elephant camps in the 
State to forests as these animals need to learn 
to live in forests rather than in camps. With 
not much physical work in these camps, the 
pachyderms were not accustomed to living in 
the wild and feeding themselves. At present, 
they were fed sumptuous food twice a day. These 
tamed jumbos were once wild elephants. They 
had been brought to the camps and trained by 
mahouts and kavadis.

13.  Elephant death toll rises to seven (India)

The New Indian Express - 16.11.2013

With one more elephant succumbing to injuries, 
suffered when a speeding train hit a herd of 
elephants inside Chapramari forest in Jalpaiguri 
district, the pachyderm death toll rose to seven. 
On Wednesday a herd of around 40 elephants were 
crossing the railway tracks inside the Chapramari 
wildlife sanctuary when the Guwahati-bound 
passenger train hit them killing six elephants 
on the spot and one elephant suffered injuries. 
The Forest department veterinary doctors were 
treating the injured elephant at the spot as it was 
not able to move. Last night the elephant died, 
the sources said.

On September 22, 2010, a speeding goods train 
in Dooars had mowed down seven elephants, 
when they were crossing the railway tracks at 
Moraghat-Reti elephant corridor near Banarhat 
railway station in Jalpaiguri district.

14.  Infrasonic waves to keep tuskers away 
from tracks (India)

The Indian Express - 16.11.2013

It has taken 17 elephant deaths in last 10 months, 
including five that were mowed down just two 
days back, on the killer tracks between Siliguri 
and Alipurduar in Jalpaiguri, for the West Bengal 
forest department to wake from its slumber and 
push for scientific methods to keep the jumbos 
away from railway lines when the trains pass 

through the area. The forest department would 
install devices, which generate infrasonic waves, 
to keep elephant herds away from rail tracks. 
Animals, especially elephants, have been known 
to perceive and communicate using infrasonic 
sound waves, often emitted by stomping the 
ground. These sound waves can act as anything 
from mating call to warning and is sensed by the 
elephants using their feet.

“Infrasonic waves can be used to keep tuskers 
away when a train passes through the elephant 
corridor. It will take time to be introduced but can 
save the elephants. We will also build underpass 
for the trains. The immediate solution, however, 
is to reduce the speed limit and stop movement 
of trains at night through the corridor,” said N C 
Bahuguna, chief wildlife warden. The department 
would also create a monitoring system, which 
will be connected to the railway signalling 
system, and will generate alerts whenever a herd 
is crossing the rail track.

15.  Four wild elephants electrocuted in 
Hambantota (Sri Lanka)

Daily Mirror - 23.11.2013

Four wild elephants including a baby elephant 
were electrocuted at Hadilla in Hambantota this 
morning. They had been killed when they came 
in contact with an unauthorized electric fence, 
police said. Two days ago, another elephant 
was electrocuted due to an electric fence five 
kilometers away from the Mattala airport.

16.  China builds ‘elephant canteen’ after 
deadly incidents

The Telegraph - 26.11.2013

Chinese environmentalists are to create a 642-acre 
“elephant canteen” following a series of disastrous 
encounters between humans and the endangered 
animals which have resulted in several people 
being trampled to death. Authorities hope the 
banana-stocked open-air restaurant near Yunnan 
province’s Pu’er City will help draw elephants 
away from human settlements that are suffering 
from growing conflict between man and beast.
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Wild elephants once roamed large swathes of 
China but the advance of farmers who destroyed 
the forests in which the animals lived mean they 
are now only found in a small pocket of Yunnan 
near the country’s southwestern border with 
Myanmar and Laos. Between 250 and 300 wild 
elephants inhabit the rainforests of Yunnan’s 
Xishuangbanna, according to state media, and 
increasing efforts are being made to protect them.

Experts say elephants rarely attack unless 
provoked but their proximity to human beings 
in this corner of Yunnan has reportedly caused 
a growing number of confrontations. Last year 
there were 231 “incidents” involving elephants 
in one area around Pu’er City, Li Yichuan, a local 
forestry chief told state media this week. At least 
two lives have been lost in the last 13 months, 
including a female villager whose body was 
found “covered with blood and bruises” after she 
had apparently been trampled by elephants.

17.  Elephant-proof trenches redesigned 
(India)

The New Indian Express - 15.12.2013

The Forest Department has redesigned elephant-
proof trenches (EPTs). It also wants to lay fences 
using scrapped railway tracks to prevent wild 
elephants from raiding human habitations. A 
senior official told Express that existing EPTs 
have failed to deter elephants from straying out 
of Bandipur and Nagarahole National Parks.

Many EPTs were filled by villagers to pass their 
cattle inside forests for grazing. This has made 
it easy for pachyderms to cross the EPTs. The 
new EPTs would be three-metres deep, three 
metres across at the top and one-and-a-half metre 
across at the base. The existing EPTs would also 
be widened and strengthened and solar fencing 
erected at all exit points on the borders of 
Bandipur and Nagarahole National Parks.  

With the increase in the number of incidents of 
pachyderms straying into smaller towns near the 
two national parks, the department has decided to 
try out new methods to control the man-elephant 
conflict. 

18.  Know your jumbo friends (India)

The Hindu - 15.12.2013

News of elephants visiting the city, or raiding a 
farm on the outskirts has become commonplace. 
While it’s easy to talk about man-elephant 
conflict, a timely book on Asian elephants in 
the Bannerghatta National Park, based on a 10-
year study, offers insights into what is really 
happening.

It’s so true that we very often know so little of 
what’s in our backyard, and therefore, rarely 
value it. And so it may be with the Bannerghatta 
National Park (BNP), just 25 km from 
Bangalore’s city centre. What many of us may 
not know is that it’s one of the largest remaining 
habitats in India for Asian Elephants. The 26 km 
long National Park in which it’s situated, is a far 
vast landscape. According to estimates in 2012, 
about 78 wild elephants thrive in a 104 square-
km area; in 2007 there were 148. 

It is one of the few projects in the country where 
a state forest department, NGOs, volunteers 
have come together to participate in studying the 
wild Asian Elephant, counting and classifying 
jumbos, tracking the 140-km long periphery and 
checking for breaches, interacting with farmers in 
villages surrounding the BNP, setting up natural 
barriers between forest and farm land, mitigating 
man-animal conflict. “We wanted to draw public 
attention to these issues.”

19.  ‘Poisoning’ kills one more jumbo in 
Palamu Tiger Reserve (India)

Times of India - 26.12.2013

A female elephant is suspected to have been 
poisoned in the buffer area of Palamu Tiger 
Reserve. The body was found on Monday and 
was buried later that day at the same place as 
dead elephants are not carried on shoulders like 
human beings. The news of its death was known 
a day after on the night of December 24. The 
body showed no signs of any external injury. 
There were no gunshot wounds either. It is being 
suspected that the female elephant may have 
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been poisoned as the body bore no sign of any 
external injury like gun wound.

The body has been discovered quite close to 
Kujrum village, where elephants frequently go 
on a rampage. The female elephant could have 
become a victim of man-animal conflict. There is 
no question of poaching since female elephants 
do not have tusks. Elephants are poached for 
tusks.

The year 2013 was a rather bad one for elephants 
in the tiger reserve. Two adult male elephants 
were found dead under mysterious conditions 
inside Betla National Park, which is a core 
area, in October and November. They remained 
unattended for two weeks and none of the 
forest guards, foresters or rangers could get any 
nauseating odour of the two. When they were 
discovered, their bodies had decomposed to 
such an extent that they were not even fit for 
postmortem. 

20.  Pachyderm strays into rejuvenation camp, 
attacks elephants (India)

Times of India - 28.12.2013

A pachyderm from the jungle on Saturday strayed 
into an elephant rejuvenation camp at Nellithurai 
in the district and created panic for some time 
by attacking some elephants before it was driven 
away by mahouts. The mahouts and workers 
were taken aback to see the ‘visitor’, which 
entered the camp by breaking the solar fence and 
attacked a 14-year old elephant. The elephant 
then took on two more pachyderms, following 
which mahouts and some workers burst crackers 
and also hurled stones at it. After about half an 
hour, they managed to drive it away back to the 
jungles.

Eighteen forest elephants are in the 48-day 
camp near Mettupalayam in the district, which 
began on December 19. Another camp is being 
held at Thekkampatti, some distance away. The 
government had announced on December 14 that 
the annual elephant rejuvenation camp would be 

held for 48 days from December 19 in which 98 
pachyderms will be treated.

The rejuvenation camps were started in 2003 
following complaints that the jumbos were not 
treated properly in temples and mutts. The camps 
provide the elephants a rest, nutritious food and 
medical treatment, besides training the mahouts 
to deal with the gentle giants with compassion.

21.  Elephant fear drives villagers to treetops 
(India)

Times of India - 31.12.2013

An elephant herd has struck terror in the jungle on 
the Bankura-Purulia border, killing at least four 
persons in three months and forcing people of 
several villages to live on trees.  On Monday, the 
herd killed a 30-year-old cowherd in Bankura’s 
Benachapra village and had critically injured 
another man in Purulia’s Jhalda the previous 
night. Many villagers in a 30 km2 radius in 
Jhalda block - like Hensla, Kormadih, Kanakpur, 
Durgu, Ghoshra, Pusti and Keribera - are living in 
machans on trees, both to escape being attacked 
at home and to protect their ripening crops. 

The herd has come from the Dalma range in 
Jharkhand and is only following its traditional 
migration route. The man-animal conflict in this 
area has intensified over the last two decades, 
with over 200 people and 38 elephants being 
killed in a decade, but this year seems to be the 
worst. They are unwittingly luring the elephants 
into human habitation - and conflict - by cutting 
ripening crops and storing them at home to 
save them from the hungry herds. Some 30,000 
villagers are living in fear.

On Sunday evening, 47-year-old Labin Mahato 
of Chatamaguto village was returning home 
when an elephant grabbed him with his trunk and 
smashed him on the ground. He is in a critical 
condition, with blood clotted in his lungs. On 
Monday morning, Amar Sardar went out to graze 
cattle in the forest and did not return. Villagers 
went looking for him and found his body crushed 
to pulp. 




