
ELEPHANT MANAGEMENT IN CAPTIVITY

BIRTH OF A MALE ELEPHANT IN CAPTIVITY IN SRI LANKA

The birth of the first male baby elephant
occurred on 13 September 1989. lt was born in
captivity at the Morahena Kottawa Estate
belonging to our family. The female when she
gave birth to the male calf was 18 years of age.
The bull elephant that sired the offspring was

about 20 years of age belonging to the Pasgama

Devalaya (= Temple) in Aranayake.

The she elephant was treated with local
medicine under the supervision of the elephant
veterinarian, Mr Niyanapalawa. The assistance of
a veterinary surgeon was sought once for treat-
ment when the womb appeared to be festering,
just one week after the calf was born.

The calf was suckled by the mother while
she was fed mainly with kitul (a kind of palm
tree), Jak (Artocarpus spJ leaves, grass and
branches from local trees such as Ficus religiosa,
Cocos nucifera etc. About 100 kg of the above
varieties were given to the mother every day.
Only a very limited quantity on sweet food such
as banana, papaw and pineapple was given daily.
The calf was wormed when it was 4 months old
and later when it was 8 months old. By the time
the calf was 6 months old, it began to try
feeding on what the mother was being fed.

By October 1989, the calf was 1.1 m high.
When the baby elephant was about 6 months of
age, it was chained close tolthe mother. During
the first 4 months, it was kept inside the camp
to protect it from the weather. From the age of
one moth onwards, the calf was bathed along
with its mother. At about the age of 6 months,
the calf was already well on its way to under-
stand a few commands from the mother's
mahout! Now he seems to understand very well
the commands given by the mahout.

The first public performance of the baby
elephant was its participation at the Bellanwila
Temple's Esala Perahera (a maginificent proces-
sion of elephants held annually both in Kandy as

well as in Colombo), where he performed very
well indeed. After the ceremony, both mother
and son were taken to Bandaragama where the
Chief mahout resides. Now the baby elephant
and its mother are being looked after by the
Chief mahout.

by Wawita Siripala

(This information from Mr Siripala was passed

on to the Newsletter by Mr Vasantha Nugego-
da).

REGIONAL NEWS:
1. SRI LANKA

ELEPHANTS SLAUGHTERED IN CIVIL WAR

Elephants, which are widely regarded by
Sri Lankans as a national symbol, have becorne
the latest casualties of the war between the
government and Tamil separatist guerrillas.

Guerrillas seeking independence from the
majority Sinhalese community killed 50 ele-
phants between January and August. The direc-
tor of wildlife conservation, S.W. Kotagama,
says this is the highest kill rate in recent times.

Not since the days of British rule, when ele-
phants were killed for sport and to protect
crops, has there been such slaughter.

Experts estimate that there are no more than
3,000 elephants in the country, comparefl with
10,000 at the turn of the century.

Tamil separatists have been felling timber in
the forests of the north and east to build fortifi-
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cations and raise cash. Elephants which get in
the way of the operations are killed. Twelve ele-
phants were killed over a period of several days
in Lahugala recently and 16 were found dead
with gunshot wounds on the Kumana-Panama
r1oad, blocking traffic.

Some elephants have fallen victim to land-
mines intended for government troops. One was
recently found writhing in pain with her baby
beside her after stepping on a mine. Other ele-
phants have been wounded in firefights between
guerrillas and government troops.

The guerrillas' tree-felling is also destroying
the elephants' habitat. Government troops re-
cently seized 200 bullock carts and three bull-
dozers allegedly used by rebels to transport tim-
ber, and have also found several timber yards set
up by guerrillas in the forests.

Several Jightly armed wildlife officials have
been killed by the separatists. Four employees
of the wildlife conservation department, includ-
ing an assistant director, were recently shot
dead.

Wildlife officials in the forests of the south
have also been intimidated by Sinhalese insur-
gents from the anti government )anata Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), who, in several incidents, have

seized the officials' guns.

Even before the outbreak of the separatist
war, Sri Lanka's elephants were on the retreat in
the battle with villagers for space and food.

And as development projects and resettle-
ment programmes opened up the forests, so the
elephants found themselves squeezed into poc-
kets of the jungle surrounded by villages and
clearings used for agriculture, which often lie
close to the elephants' migratory paths.

- When elephants eat or flatten large areas of
plantations and food crops, farmers often reta-
liate by shooting them.

The huge Mahaweli development programme
for irrigation, land settlement and electricity
generation has destroyed large areas of forest,

but the government points out that the scheme

has also created four national parks. Wasgo-

muwa, Maduru-oya, Radenigala and Flood
Plains, together with elephant "corridors".

Kotagama says however, that much of the
environmental strategy _for Mahaweli has not
been implemented, resulting in large-scale dama-
ge by elephants.

Damage has also been heavy in areas where

no allowance for environmental impact w:ts

made in development plans. The Sevenagala

sugar cane plantations and estates owned by
the Pelwatte Sugar Company, for example, have

both suffered over 250 million rupees (US$6.25
million) worth of damage by elephants..

The government is now drawing up a mana-
gement plan for elephants. A meeting of wildlife
specialists, officials and environmentalists has

recommended :

o area surveys to assess elephant numbers
and the capacity of the land to support them.

. a compensation scheme for crop damage
and loss of life.

o establishment of a breeding centre and or-
phanage in the Mahaweli region.

o a training programme for elephant vets
and wildlife department officials.

The meeting also advocated the driving of
herds into protected areas and seting up univer-
sity research programmes.

by Malli ka Wanigasundara
(reprinted from The lakarta Post 1 Nov. 1990)
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